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International Convention,
Louisville, KY
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Rough River State Park, KY

I can't believe
that the Kentucky-
West Virginia
District is already in
our third quarter. 

I have enjoyed
making several club
visits lately.   

Check out the
information on the
next District meet-
ing.  Optimist International President
Rebecca Butler Mona will be coming to
visit us.  I don't know who is more excit-
ed her or me.   Please try to come by the
District meeting to meet President
Rebecca.  

Also, if you have not registered for
the Optimist International Convention in
Louisville, do it soon.  Thanks to all the
committee chairs and volunteers that
have been working on making this con-
vention the best of the best. 

The District is still up in members
but have lost several members.  Special
thanks to all that have sponsors new
members and for all the work your club

is doing to serve KIDS.  
Thanks to Essay Chair Bill Rybak

for the great job he has done.  The Essay
winner will read his Essay at the District
luncheon.  

The District Tri-Star Basketball
Contest was great.  Thanks to Chair
Stuart Maiden and Laurel-London
Optimist Club for hosting the event.
Every child went away with a trophy.
There was smiles all over the place.  It
was sonderful seeing such happiness.  

Thanks to Oratorical Chair Sandy
Goodlett for all the work she has done to
make our contest a success in serving
KIDS.    You don't want to miss the
Oratorical contest at 2:00pm at the
District meeting on Saturday May 11. 

I will be paying the $15 fee for any
member your club gets.  Your clubs pays
it then I will send you a check for each
new member.  Don't forget that a past
member can be added for $30 for first
year dues.  So, let’s get started on new
members and new clubs.  

Promise Yourself 
Governor Jean 

Gov. Jean Smith
10345 Mt. Eden Rd.
Waddy, KY 40076
Res: 502-738-5506
Cell: 502-321-4969
jeanglore7@bellsouth.net

Secretary-Treasurer Becky Distler
247 Circle Drive
Bardstown, KY 40004
Cell: 502-507-8543
kenbecky@bardstowncable.net

Gov.-Elect Beth Kerns
1837 Whitney Street
Charleston, WV 25302
Cell: (304) 549-5813 
beth.kerns@yahoo.com

Immed. Past Gov. Denise Haynes
884 Rhonda Court
Radcliff, KY 40160
Res: 270-351-1755
Cell: 270-312-5057
dhaynes1973@gmail.com

Past Gov. Gene Blanchet
325 Lindon Avenue
Southgate, KY 41071
Res: 859-572-0043
Cel: 859-866-5709
1geneblanchet@gmail.com

Governor 
Jean Smith

If you are reading this,
you’re on a list of Optimists
that know what a New
Optimist Club means to
Optimist International, our
District, your club, and the
youth and community that
will be served.    

You also know the sat-
isfaction you receive your-
self as result of your efforts to spread
Optimism to another community.

So, you say, you would like to
experience that feeling for the first time
or once again, maybe.  It only comes
from your efforts; no magic, no wishful

thinking, just you setting
your mind to make it hap-
pen.  

Think about it, want to
do it?  Give me a call, let's
talk about it. Ed Smith,
812-267-8315.  

No commitment, no
promises, just reasonable
talk about the possibilities

and potential.  We will keep it between
us until you are ready to say, I DID IT!
I have given others the opportunity I
was given to be an OPTIMIST! 

Ed Smith
Club Building Chair

Let’s build a club together
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Board of Directors Minutes
Kentucky/West Virginia District

Optimist International
2nd Quarter Meeting Minutes (Unofficial)
Board of Directors and Executive Board

February 9, 2019

Call to Order- Governor Jean Smith at
9:10 a.m.

Invocation was given by Lt. Governor
Ellen Thompson

Reading of the Minutes and Financial
Report- Motion to accept was made by
Coach Roe Williams; seconded by Bill
Redwine; motion carried

Ed Smith presented the Revised
Proposed Budget for the year 2018-19.
After a lengthy discussion of several items
of the revised Budget, a motion to approve
was made by Gene Blanchett; seconded by
Coach Roe Williams; motion carried, there-
fore the revised Budget was approved. 

Those present were then divided into
Zones to elect a Lt. Governor for the year
2019-20.

The Zone report for the elected Lt.
Govenors were as follows:

1. None
2. Mayghin Levine
3. Harold Brussell
4. Judy Ziegler
5. None
6. None
Governor Jean passed around cards for

either sick members of our District or for
the families of deceased members.

Committee Reports:
1. Leadership Development-

Ramona Allen-Ramsey. Ramona stated
that, "Every person in the room has shown
they have leadership because they are here
today."  Any questions about Leadership,
talk to her. Together Everybody Achieves
More! Go TEAM!

2. Membership- Beth Kerns. M &
M's. More Members! Beth mentioned that
Gov. Jean will reimburse the $15 to any
club for each new member. Beth reported
that our District was 3rd in the Americas
Districts. She suggested that clubs go to the
Mayor of your town and ask him to join or
to name someone that could join from his
administration.

3. New Club Building- Ed Smith. Ed
promoted the Club Within a Club idea.
Then Gov. Jean presented the members of
the new club in attendance, Elizabethtown
Optimist Club, District pins. 

4. Club Fitness- Tom Birch."Dutch"
read a quote from John Wayne that had he
known he'd get an Academy Award for

wearing an eye patch, he would have put
one on sooner! Tom stated that we need to
"patch" our club's membership! Tom men-
tioned that on page 10 of the Winter
Optimist International magazine there is a
list of awards for getting new members. 

5. PGI- Mayghin Levine. Mayghin
handed out PGI Passports to those that
wanted them, then went over the require-
ments for Level I. Most of the attendees
will have completed at least Level I by the
time they were through the District
Meeting. They just have to have their Club
Secretary/Treasurer to certify it by signing
the bottom of the page for Level I. Each
Level has certain tasks and as they are com-
pleted and verified, then that person can get
a colored disk to wear behind their Optimist
pin to show the Level completed. 

6. Essay Contest- Bill Rybak. Bill
reminded everyone that the Essay winner
from their club needs to be to him by
February 28th. Mail to 4021 Landside Dr.,
Louisville, KY 40220.

7. Oratorical Contest- Sandy
Goodlett. The deadline to send in an appli-
cation to the District contest is April 2nd.
She suggested that if you are only sponsor-
ing a student and not having a contest,
please have that student present their
speech at a club meeting. Have a few mem-
bers critique the speech so that student has
good feedback before actually giving the
speech at the District contest. Be sure to
give Participation Certificates at the Club
level. You can download from the OI.

8. CCDHH- Beth Kerns. Beth is try-
ing to get some students to participate. Gov.
Jean is talking to a school in the Louisville
area. District contest is the Saturday, May
11.

9. Tri-Star Basketball- Stuart
Maiden. Stuart reported that the Tri-Star
Basketball Contest would be on March 2,
2019. The age categories will be from age
8-13, as of March 15. Fees- $20/participant;
4 or more from any one club will be $80.00
max. There will also be a "Shootout" again
after the regular Tri-Star event. He men-
tioned that only 1st and 2nd place trophies
will be given out.

10. Junior Golf- Stuart Maiden. Junior
Golf will be held on June 10th starting at 9
a.m. tee time at London Country Club.
Deadline is June 3rd. Hole Sponsor will
again be $50.00. He reminded clubs that
they can sponsor a local student without
having to hold a local tournament.

11. Childhood Health & Wellness-

Frances Lee.  Frances reported that you can
still contribute to CCC by sending checks
to the Foundation and on the memo line put
CCC. There were several items then put up
for Auction.

12. OI Foundation- Harold Brussell.
Harold reported he had the "Dime A Day"
forms if anyone was interested. There were
several items for Auction to benefit the
Foundation.

13. OI Convention- Judy Ziegler. Judy
asked clubs to talk to their Board of
Directors about donating to the the
Convention. Checks need to be made out
"2019 International Convention
Committee." She also stated that volunteers
are still needed. District members can order
Host Committee shirts through her or
Ronnie Dunn.

14. 3rd  Quarter District meeting- Ed
Smith. Ed handed out registration packets
for the 3rd Quarter meeting in Louisville,
May 10-12. The main activity on Friday is
going for a day at Churchill Downs. The
cost includes a buffet lunch, entrance to the
Downs and a Race Book.  He said that he
had only 19 tickets left. However, can get
another table of 8 reserved if enough people
want to go. The Louisville Club is hosting
this meeting. They are also going to the
Downs the Tuesday of Derby Week, April
30. They have a few tickets left at a cost of
$85.00. See Ed, Bill Rybak or Mayghin
Levine.

Creed was led by Ed Smith
Meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m.

by Governor Jean Smith
Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca H. Distler
KY/WV District Secretary/Treasurer

“JUST ASK”

Invite somebody 
into your world

Can you change
your world?
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Greeters Wanted!
If you are attending Optimist

International Convention in Louisville,
KY June 29-July 3, and can spare a few
hours we are looking for GREETERS to
welcome attendees to the Convention!
All you have to do is wave and smile!
We are in need of greeters at the Airport
on Friday Saturday and Sunday. Let me
know what hours you can work. It's up
to you.  Any questions, feel free to con-
tact me at 502-229-1797 or email jzei-
gler227@gmail.com

Judy Zeigler

Be a greeter 

If you or someone you know would
like to promote their business or sell
their goods, the Optimist International
Convention is a great place to do that!
You can get an 8 X 10 space at the con-
vention for $300. Set up is on Saturday
June 29 and the Expo opens that evening
and continues until Tuesday Evening. 

If you are interested or know some-
one who is information can be found at
www.optimist.org. Click on
International Convention and then go to
Exhibitor Prospectus. 

If you have any questions you can
contact Judy Zeigler at 502-229-1797 or
email jzeigler227@gmail.com

EXPO
venders 
wanted!

Be like Ronnie and Judy! Order
your 2019 Optimist International
Convention centennial celebra-
tion shirt today! Shirts are $17.00
and available in men's and
women's sizes Small to XXXL.
Contact Ronnie at 502-226-0205
or email ronniedunn07@
gmail.com

Order your
shirt now

Have You Made Plans for
Louisville?

Just in case you are not aware,
Optimist International will celebrate its
100th anniversary in Louisville June 30-
July 3, 2019, at the annual Optimist
Convention. Actually, the first event is
the Centennial Walk on Saturday, June
29, and we want to invite you to attend
as Optimists
from all over
the world
walk a short
4 blocks to
the site of a
h i s t o r i c a l
marker that
commemo-
rates the first
O p t i m i s t
Convention
in Louisville
in 1919. That's right! Optimist
International was founded in Louisville,
KY, in 1919 at the former Tyler Hotel.
The hotel no longer exists. It has been
replaced by the Louisville International
Convention Center, where the historical
marker, purchased by past presidents of
Optimist International, will be located.

Watch for your winter edition of the
Optimist Magazine. It contains informa-
tion about registration and hotel accom-
modations. Even if you can only come
for one or two days, you will be a part of
this historical event. Our district, along
with the Indiana South District, will be
hosting the convention. Special thanks
to those who have volunteered to assist
in this effort. It's not too late to volun-
teer! Here is a list of committees and
their chairs:

• Appreciation Luncheon, Marie
Gamble

• Centennial Walk, Wayne Dunn
• Community Service Project,

Mayghin Levine
• EXPO, David Osborne (Indiana

South)
• Fundraising, Sandy Ruman and

Make your plans now 
to ‘celebrate 100’

Ramona Allen-Ramsey
• Information/Hospitality, Judy

Zeigler
• Old Timer's Breakfast, Mayghin

Levine
• President's Dinner/Dance, Stan

and Cindy Stewart (Indiana South)
• Transportation, Gene Blanchet
• Treasurer, Judy Zeigler

•
Y o u t h
Activities,
D e n i s e
Haynes

•
M u s c l e
Crew, Kent
R e y l i n g
( I n d i a n a
South)

T h e s e
chairs meet

monthly to discuss options and make
decisions. They also take part in month-
ly teleconference calls with the Optimist
International Convention Committee.
They are a dedicated group of
Optimists; be sure to thank them for
their hard work.

Questions? Let me know! You can
reach me at 502-226-0205 or ron-
niedunn07@gmail.com.
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If you or your club
would like to donate toward
the 100th Anniversary
Convention to be held I
Louisville KY donations
must be received by May 27,
2019 in order for you to be
recognized in the program ! Donations
after that date will be accepted and
announced at a business session. 

Checks should be made payable to
- Optimist International - 2019
Convention, and mailed to Judy
Zeigler, HAC Treasurer, 225 Millsboro
Drive, Frankfort, KY 40601.

It would be great if all of
the clubs in KY/WV could
make a donation no matter how
small. Please meet with your
club members and consider
being a part of supporting this
historic convention

If you would like to register to
attend the convention you can find
information at www.optimist.org Feel
free to contact me with any questions at
502-229-1797 or email -
jzeigler227@gmail.com

Judy  Zeigler, 
Treasurer Host Area Committee

Support sought for Convention

LtGov’s for
2018-19

Zone 1 
Brian Hedges
2532 Hartford Road                         
Owensboro, KY 42303                   
Home #: (270) 684-4626
Cell #: (270) 993-2513
Email: hedges57@roadrunner.com

Zone 2
Ed Smith
10345 Mt. Eden Rd
Waddy, Ky. 40076
Home #: 502-738-5506
Cell #:  812-267-8315
Email: ed.smith.ky@gmail,com

Zone 3
Ellen Thompson
153 Byerly Blvd
Rsdcliff KY 40160
Home #: 270-272-1156
Cell #: 270-319-2071
Email:buyhomeswithellen@yahoo.com      

Zone 4
Gene Blanchet
325 Linden Avenue
Southgate, KY 41071                      
Home #: (859) 572-0043
Cell #: (859) 866-5709
Email: 1geneblanchet@gmail.com

Zone 5
Eules Hays
1340 Paralise Ln
Ashland Ky 41102
Home #: 606-922-6245\
Email:eulashayes@yahoo.com                  

Zone 6
Thomas Birch
404 Mountain Shadows Rd
S outh Charleston  Wv 25303
Home #: 304-727-5311
Cell #:  304-437-2134

My last report from Optimist
International shows that we have 24
Dime a Day Members. This is not good.
We need more. 

For $36.50 You can wear a Dime a
Day pen proudly. 

We have 5 members who belong to
Presidents Club Roster. 

Our unrestricted donations stand at
$2422.50. 

I will be selling Dime a Day again

at our District Meeting. I will also take
any other donations. If we have a raffle,
please pay the person who donated the
item, he or she then can write me a
check for the total amount.

If you have any ideas on how we
may get more money for Foundation
please let me know. 

Harold Brussell
District Foundation Chairperson

More participation in Dime-A-Day needed

The Personal Growth and
Involvement Program, designed to offer
Optimist Club Members the opportuni-
ty to grow personally and learn more
about Optimism, is a simple way to
ensure that all members are recognized
for their accomplishments and club
involvement. Once you get started with
the program, you'll be amazed how
quickly you can progress through the
levels! If you attended the last District
Meeting, you learned about the steps
necessary to complete Level 1-Bronze.
It was so easy, several people in atten-
dance got their Level 1 certification
right then! At the upcoming District
Convention, we will be discussing
Levels 2 and 3, which are almost as
simple! For example, take a look at
Level 2- Green, and see how easy it can
be!

• ATTENDANCE: Attend three
additional Club meetings and/or activi-

ties, for a cumulative total of 9.
• ACTIVITY: Be involved in

Organizing a Club Activity 
(We can handle this one at the con-

vention, when you can help us get ready
for the upcoming international conven-
tion!)

• GROWTH: Sponsor a new mem-
ber. 

• KNOWLEDGE OF ORGANIZA-
TION: Know Optimist International,
District, Zone and Club structures.

• SELF DEVELOPMENT: Make a
short presentation at a Club meeting
about why a prospective member
should join your Optimist Club

• COMMUNICATION: Promote
Club meeting attendance for a period of
at least one month.

Just complete these six steps and
have them signed off on your PGI
Passport by your club President,
Secretary, or PGI Representative. If you

would like a copy of the PGI passport,
please email me at mlevine@cab-
bagepatch.org and I will send one
ASAP. I will be in attendance at the
District Convention in May and would
be happy to talk to you about how to
continue to grow within the PGI pro-
gram! Promise yourself to look deeper
into the PGI Program and grow in your
Optimism. You'll be glad you did!

Mayghin Levine
PGI Chair

Members grow in Optimism through PGI Program
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Tri-Star Basketball

District News
The Kentucky West Virginia

Optimist Essay contest has been com-
pleted.  

The winner is Michael Murphy
from the Optimist Club of Louisville.   

There were a total of 10 clubs that
participated in the district contest.
Besides our winner, participates were
Brea Croslin of Russellville-Logan
County, Noah Lyles of Frankfort,
Elizabeth Williams of Owensboro,

Payton Dunaway of Elizabethtown,
Kaeleigh Dunn of Bluegrass, Sophia
Downs of Bardstown, Elizabeth
Croghan of Radcliff and Li Ge of
Jeffersontown.  

Murphy will be reading the win-
ning essay at the May board Meeting
where our International President will
be attending.

Bill Rybak
District Essay Chair

Essay winner announced

Laurel-London Optimist Club host-
ed the KY-WV District TriStar and
Basketball Shootout Contest on
Saturday March 2, 2019. Children came

KY-WV District Jr Golf Qualifier
will be held at London Country Club on
Monday June 10th, 2019. We are look-
ing for your help of $50 golf hole spon-
sor or $60 sponsoring a young players.
Checks can be made out to LLOC
(Laurel-London Optimist Club) for the
KY-WV District Jr Golf. Mail them to
Stuart Maiden 155 Cornett Road
Annville, KY 40402. Any Question, you
can call me at 606-309-2096.

Fenoil Lewis was named King of the
Court. Sponsored by Optimist Club of
Louisville.

Kori Smith was named Queen of the
Court. Sponsored by Optimist Club of
Louisville.

from Louisville, Russellville-Logan
County, and London area. 

The contest had two parts as the
regular TriStar Basketball contest and
Basketball Shootout contest, plus we
had added scores of both contest. 

The highest total score of the boys
and the girls divisions were crowned
"King on the Court" and "Queen on the
Court" for the day. 

All the children in the contest had
got awards and free t-shirts, and a pizza
party followed the contest. 

Bless all the parents, guardians, and
our optimist district members, that
made it possible to "Bring Out the Best
in Youth".

Fenoil Lewis was crowned "King
on the Court" and Kori Smith was
crowned "Queen on the Court".

Laurel-London hosted District Tri-Star contest

Everybody was a winner at District Tri-Star Contest

Jr Golf contest set
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Club News

Above - Elizabethtown Optimist Club President Tracey
Peterson, Oratorical winner Danielle Nolan and chair
Governor Jean Smith.
Left - The Elizabethtown Optimist Club President
Tracey Peterson and Essay winner Peyton Dunaway.

Bluegrass Optimist Club second place Oratorical winner
Eric Ge.

Bluegrass Optimist Club Essay and Oratorical winner is
Kaeleigh Dunn.
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Jeffersontown Optimist Club Essay winner Mark
Ge.  President Dave Anderson was Essay Chair.

Lt Governor Ellen Thompson, Rineyville Optimist Club
President Roy Bennett was presented his five member pin by
Governor Jean Smith. 

Radcliff Club
President Sam

Christy, 1st Place
Essay Winner

Elizabeth Croghan,
Essay Chairperson

Teresa Price, and
3rd Place Simon

Vaughn pose at the
end of the meeting.
Emily Hilderbrandt
placed second but

was unavailable.

Michael Morgan was the
Essay winner for the
Optimist Club of Louisville.
Michael was also
Oratorical winner. Essay
Chair was Bill
Ryback and
Oratorical Chair
was Ed Smith.    
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Louisville Hikes Point Optimist Club treasurer Glenn
Brown, Oratorical winner David Bennig, and President
Fadell Sydnor.

Frankfort Optimist Club Judy Zeigler, Essay winner
Noah Lyles, and Vice President Jimmy Rogers. Chair
was Ronnie Dunn.

Bardstown’s Essay winners read their essays to club
members at their March 11 meeting. From left to right
are: Yin Lin - 2nd place (Bardstown High School),
Sophia Downs - 1st place (Bardstown High School), and
Maddie Robbins - 3rd place (Bethlehem High School).

The Bardstown club’s Oratorical winner Lydia Sandefur
(left, of Thomas Nelson High School) and runner-up
Kristen Rogers (Bardstown High) were presented their
madialions by club Oratorical chair Harold Brussell. The
two students presented their winning speeches to club
members at their April 8 meeting.



Page 9 Ky-WV Optimist Newsletter April, May, June 2019

Laura Arnold (far right), director of workforce development for Nelson
County Schools, was guest speaker at the Bardstown Club ‘s March 25
meeting. She was joined by Amer Gootee, leader of the program for Nelson
County High School, and Dale Cahoe, a senior coorperative student at
NCHS who works 4 hours daily at Newcomb Oil in their IT Department. At
left is club member John Hafendorfer.

Frankfort Optimist President Jerry Deaton, Oratorical winner Madison
Cummins and Chair Wayne Dunn.

Thank you to all of the clubs in the
Kentucky-West Virginia district who
participated in the Oratorical Program of
Optimist International!!!  February and
March were busy months for the club
oratorical chairmen!!!

At this writing, I have received all
of the necessary paperwork and checks
from seven clubs in the district. Three
additional clubs are working on com-
pleting the paperwork to be mailed in.
The participating clubs include:
Bardstown, Bluegrass, Dixie,
Downtown Louisville, Elizabethtown,
Frankfort, Hikes Point, Jeffersontown,
Owensboro, and Radcliff. 

Three clubs, not mentioned above,
committed to hosting an oratorical con-
test, yet, have not sent in their informa-
tion.  Please send the necessary paper-
work and checks to me, as soon as pos-
sible.  If additional clubs have paper-
work and checks to turn in, please, also,
do that as soon as possible.  

I look forward to seeing everyone at
the district meeting in Louisville,
Kentucky.  The oratorical competition
will take place on May 11th, at 2 p.m. at
the Breckinridge Inn, located at 2800
Breckinridge Lane, Louisville,
Kentucky  40220.  

I encourage you to plan to be with
us on May 11th, from 2:00 until 4:00
p.m. for the Optimist International,
Kentucky-West Virginia District
Oratorical Competition.  Our future
leaders will be speaking!

Optimistically yours,
Sandy M. Goodlett

Oratorical District Chairperson
smgcec@aol.com

District Oratorical
set for May 11
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